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SUMMARY: SOCIALIST/MRPP SLATES HAVE WON COMMERCIAL WORKER 
ELECTIONS, COMPLETING A CLEAN SWEEP OP THE WHITE COLLAR UNIONS. 
SOCIALISTS CONCERNED AT DISPROPORTIONATE MRPP INFLUENCE IN 
COALITION SLATES. SOCIALISTS MAY SEEK TO DISPLACE INCUMBENT 
INTERSINDICAL LEADERSHIP. PCP-DOMINATED METAL WORKERS UNION 
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HAS CALLED "WARNING STRIKE" AGAINST MANAGEMENT AND GOVERNMENT. 
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END SUMMARY 

1. SOCIALIST/MRPP SLATES SWEEP WHITE COLLAR WORKERS: A 
SOCIALIST/MRPP SLATE WON ELECTIONS IN THE 85,000 MEMBER 
COMMERCIAL WORKERS UNION SEPT 20, DEEEATING A SLATE IDENTIEIED 
WITH THE INCUMBENT COMMUNIST LEADERSHIP BY A VOTE OE 5,000 TO 3,200. 

THIS VICTORY, ADDED TO PREVIOUS VICTORIES IN THE BANK WORKERS, 

THE INSURANCE WORKERS, AND THE CLERICAL WORKERS UNIONS, GIVES 
THE SOCIALIST/MRPP COALITION SLATES A CLEAN SWEEP OP THE MOST 
IMPORTANT WHITE COLLAR UNIONS. (THE NORTHERN CLERICAL WORKERS, 
BASED IN OPORTO, HAVE STIPL TO HOLD ELECTIONS BUT HAVE ALREADY 
DISPLACED THEIR PRO-COMMUNIST LEADERSHIP.! 

2. SOCIALISTS CONCERNED OVER DISPROPORTIONATE MRPP INPLUENCE: 
SOCIALIST LABOR LEADERS ARE ADMITTING THAT THEY ARE UNHAPPY 
OVER THE DISPROPORTIONATE INPLUENCE THE RADICAL MRPP HAS OBTAINED 

IN LABOR SECTOR THROUGH THE TACIT ALLIANCES THE TWO GROUPS FORMED TO 
CONTEST UNION ELECTIONS. THE SOCIALISTS DEMONSTRATED THEIR 
LARGE NUMERICAL SUPPORT IN THE APRIL CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 
ELECTIONS (38 PERCENT OP THE VOTE). THE MRPP WAS NOT PERMITTED 
TO PARTICIPATE IN THESE GENERAL ELECTIONS BUT IS BELIEVED TO 
HAVE NO MORE THAN 2 TO 3 PERCENT OP THE POPULAR VOTE. NEVERTHELESS, 
MRPP SUPPORTERS HAVE THROUGH THEIR MILITANCY, ACHIEVED EXPANDED 
INPLUENCE IN THE NEWLY-ELECTED UNION LEADERSHIPS. WHILE 
SOME SOCIALIST PARTY LEADERS HOLD THE VIEW THAT THE MRPP IS REALLY 
A STAND-IN POR THE MORIBUND SOCIALIST YOUTH, SOCIALIST LABOR 
OPFICIALS ARE ALREADY COMPLAINING OP DIPFICULTIES OP COORDINATING 
THE TWO PACTIONS IN THE LISBON INSURANCE AND THE OPORTO BANK 
WORKERS UNIONS. IN BRIEF, THE SOCIALISTS ARE LOOKING UPON 
MRPP SUPPORT AS A MIXED BLESSING AT BEST. 

3. SOCIALISTS PLANNING OPPENSIVE AGAINST INTERSINDICAL 
LEADERSHIP: IN AN EPFORT TO CAPITALIZE UPON THEIR SERIES OP 
UNION ELECTION VICTORIES, THE SOCIALISTS ARE PLANNING TO HOLD A 
CONGRESS OF UNIONS WHICH HAVE DISPLACED THEIR PRO-COMMUNIST 
LEADERSHIPS. THIS CONGRESS WILL PROBABLY BE HELD DURING OCTOBER, 
POLLOWING THE COMPLETION OP NEARLY ALL UNION ELECTIONS. IT IS 
EXPECTED THAT IT WILL CALL FOR THE REPLACEMENT OP THE HEAVILY 
PCP INTERSINDICAL LEADERSHIP, ELECTED AT THE STAGE-MANAGED 
INTESINDICAL CONGRESS JULY 25-27, BY A MORE REPRESENTATIVE BODY. 
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BAILING THIS THE SOCIALISTS WILL PRESS FOR CHANGES IN THE LAW 
ESTABLISHING A SINGLE, NATIONAL LABOR CONPEDERATION, WHICH IS 
DUE POR REVIEW BY APRIL 30, 1976. IT IS DOUBTPUL THAT THE 
CURRENT INTERSINDICAL SECRETARIAT, ELECTED POR A THREE YEAR 
PERIOD, WILL VOLUNTARILY YIELD OPFICE. 

4. STATUS OF UNION ELECTIONS: THE SOCIALIST AND THEIR LEPT 

WING ALLIES HAVE DONE WELL IN WHITE COLLAR UNIONS BUT ARE MEETING 
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GREATER OPPOSITION AMONG BLUE COLLAR WORKERS. CRUCIAL ELECTIONS 
IN THE METAL WORKERS UNION WILL BE HELD OCTOBER 4, WITH THE 
SOCIALISTS AND MRPP STANDING ON SEPARATE SLATES AND THE 
INCUMBENT COMMUNISTS HAVING THE EDGE. LEADERSHIPS OP THE 
PHARMACEUTICAL AND THE CHEMICAL WORKERS UNIONS BOTH REMAIN IN 
DISPUTE. 

5. PCP CALLS "WARNING STRIKE:" IN AN EPFORT TO REMIND THE 

NEW GOVERNMENT OF ITS POWER, AND POSSIBLY TO SERVE AS A WARNING 
TO NEW LABOR MINISTER TOMAS ROSA, THE PCP-CONTROLLED METAL 
WORKERS UNION HAS CALLED UPON ITS 220,000 MEMBERS FOR A ONE 
HOUR STRIKE SEPTEMBER 24. ALTHOUGH THE STRIKE IS OSTENSIBLY IN 
PROTEST AGAINST MANAGEMENT'S FAILURE TO ACCEPT LABOR'S CONTRACT 
DEMANDS, ADVANCE STATEMENTS LEAVE NO DOUBT BUT THAT THE WORK 
STOPPAGE IS PRIMARILY POLITICAL IN PURPOSE AND BACKED BY 
INTERSINDICAL. 

6. COMMENT: IT IS PROBABLE THAT THE PCP WILL ATTEMPT TO 

USE ITS STILL IMPORTANT LEVERAGE AMONG UNIONS TO ITS ADVANTAGE 
IN PRESSURING THE 6TH GOVERNMENT. IN SO DOING IT RISKS ITS 
RELATIONS WITH THE ARMED FORCES MOVEMENT (AFM) WHCIH IN THE PAST 
IT HAS BEEN CAREFUL TO PROTECT. AT THE PRESENT TIME, HOWEVER, 

THE PCP WILL PROBABLY BE READY TO PUSH LABOR DEMANDS HARDER, 
BOTH BECAUSE IT HAS LESS TO LOSE WITH THE AFM AND IN AN EFFORT 
TO RECAPTURE RANK AND FILE LABOR SUPPORT. 

CARLUCCI 
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